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Interior

Interiors are not particularly interchangeable, and most
people don't bother messing around with them too
much as all the cars had six dials as standard. The Cs
and GTEs had nicer seats though, so it's worth
keeping an eye out for a good example. Electric
windows and central locking were a speck on Opel's
horizon, 5o you could up the luxury levels if you're
willing to play with the electronics.

“A grotty car will cost as little as £300-500, but a good
one will be £2000," says Paul. *You can spend a fair

1o finish. A good red top engine will set you back £200-
250 plus freshening up, but parts are readily available.”
Costs all depend whether you're building something
unique, in which case you'll spend thousands on
bespoke parts such as Paul's air bag suspension set-
up, or upgrading using breakers’ yard bolt-on parts.

by, but prices are often negotiable — you could pay as
little as £15 for a rear valance or £200 for Irmscher bits.

Expect 1o pay £400-500 for adjustable shocks and
springs, but you'll bag yourself some Cartton discs or
Vohvo four-pots for £30-40 from a breaker's. Tuning bits
for XEs are two for a penny: a gasflowed head will set
you back around £400 and a fast road cam £150,
although the forum ciassifieds turned one up for £45.

“Forums are the best places to track down parts,”
Paul tells us. "My Opel rocker cover came from Paul
Beats in the Manta club, and Thorsten Kriegsamn at
Opel Classic Paris in Germany is excellent.”

This One’s Mine

Far a guy who only plays with Mantas in his spare time,
Paul Newport knows a thing or two about the Opels.
He's built a few of his own and a couple for mates out of
his workshop a few miles from Penzance. It's not just
refro cars that Paul's into either: his haulage company
runs some very cool old school trucks, too. Frankly, we
have a lot of time for anyone who can keep a fleet of
early '80s Seddon Atkinson trucks running.

“I've had this white car for 15 years,” says Paul. “it
has a 2.2-litre from a Carlton at the mor but I've
another engine on the bench ready to go

Paul's a regular contributor and tech guru on the
forums at www.mantaclub.org and also frequents www.
migweb.co.uk on a regular basis. “This is a hobby
really; | like buying and selling and doi
Saturday stuff,” he says. “I post a lot of technical
information on the Manta forums and | get a lot of phone
calls asking for Paul Manta,” he laughs.

His Manta love affair started at an early age: “When |
was 10 or 11 years old a friend's dad pulled upina
brand new GTE with all the side skirts — the full works

- and | thought, ‘I've got to have one of those'. As soon
as | passed my test | bought myself a gold hatchback
then replaced it with this one. Of course, I've had a few
since, about 15, and | have about eight at the moment.”
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amount of money maodifying: my VB will cost thousands

Panels and body parts are some of the hardest to come

Clubs and Sources

www.mantaclub.org
www.migwen.co.uk
www.mantaworld.com

Opel Classic Parts (Germany)
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MANTA SERIES B TECH SPEC
BODY
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hatchbock, coupé and combination coupé
styles. Length: 175 inches; width: 66.4 inches;
height: 52.8 inches; wheelbase: 99.1 inches;
unladen weight: 1025-1065 kg.

ENGINE

From 1981 onwards choice of: cast iron block
with alloy head, 1796¢c indine fourcylinder,
84.8:79.5 mm, GM Varijet Il twin-choke carb.
Comp ratio: 9.2:1; i power: 90
bhp @ 5400 rpm; maximum torgue: 106 Ibf.ft
@ 3000 rpm.

Or:

Cast iron block with alloy head, 1979¢c inline
fourcylinder, 95269.8 mm, Bosch LE Jetronic
fuel injection. Compression ratio: 9.4:1;
maximum power: 110 bhp @ 5400 rpm;
maximum torgue: 120 Ibfft @ 2800 rpm.

TRANSMISSION

1.8 itre: five-speed all synchromesh manual
gearbox: 3.720, 2.020, 1.320, 1, 0.800,
reverse 3.450, axle ratio 3.670.

2itve: five-speed all synchromesh manual
gearbex: 3.720, 2.020, 1.320, 1, 0.800,
reverse 3.450, axle ratio 3.440.

Opel three-speed auto: 2.400, 1.480, 1,
reverse 1.920.

SUSPENSION

Frent: independent unequal length wishbones,
telescopic dompers, coil springs, anti-cll bar.

Rear: live axle, trailing radius arms, transverse
linkage bar, coil springs, telescopic dampers.

BRAKES

Front: 9.7 inch discs with single-pat
floating callipers.

Rear: 9.1 inch drums, serve assisted.

WHEELS AND TYRES

Steel 5.50x13 inch sports wheels with
185/70 radials, light alloy 61x13 inch with
185/70 radials or light alloy 61x14 inch with
195/60 rodials.

INTERIOR
Differing trim levels depending on model, six
dials as standard.






